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Thank you from everyone at Black Ice Software for making 2003 such a great
year. We wish the best for everyone in 2004.
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New V.34 support added to the Fax C++/ActiveX

Last month, Black Ice
software announced the
release of version 10.0 of
the Fax C++ActiveX,
which implemented V.34
faxing based on the Class
1.0 fax command set. A
fax sent at 33,600 bps
(V.34) 1s more than twice
as fast as a fax sent at
14,400 bps. The increased
transmission speed  in-
creases performance by
drastically reducing train-
ing time. The same fax can

be sent in half the time as
before, saving money on
phone bills.

Black Ice has recently ex-
panded the V.34 faxing ca-
pabilities of the Fax C++/
ActiveX by adding support
for additional V.34 fax hard-
ware from Mainpine Ltd..
Mainpine Ltd. is the UK
based manufacturer of the
RockForce line of multi-port
fax and voice cards, which
include two, four, and ecight
port cards, all of which sup-

port Class 1.0 V.34 faxing.
RockForce fax cards are
available through resellers
and distributors world-
wide.

The RockForce cards are
Universal PCI 2.3 PNP
compliant, 3.3V and 5.5V
signaling, and a world
beating short board format,
enabling hassle-free physi-
cal installation into any
server.

(Continued on page 3)

NEW - Printer Driver Add-on - Batch Converter Part I1

Last month, Black Ice in-
troduced a new “Batch
Converter” add-on to the
printer driver, which en-
abled developers to moni-
tor a specified email ad-
dress and would convert
any files attached to the
incoming emails into im-
ages.

The Batch converter sam-
ple has now been further
enhanced to monitor a
specified directory and
automatically convert any
supported files into image
files. This invaluable fea-
ture provides developers
with the ability to auto-
mate the document con-
Version process

£ Black Ice ImageX Converter
Options about

m E Black lce ImageX Converter +2.0
Software L.

Black Ice ImageiX
Power Paint [apt,
(PDF) Yo

[
inc

Starled: 12/3/20031331

suetirions |
The Black Ice Batch Converter

Convetted Documents: 0

Developers can specify a
directory for the Batch
(Continued on page 2)

Subscription Service available for Printer Drivers, call for details.

Get your subscription to receive the latest technologies and upgrades!
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converter to monitor. Any supported
file placed in the directory will be
automatically converted into an im-
age file by printing that file to the
Black Ice printer driver. Settings
such as the generated file format and
output directory can be changed
from within the sample as well. The
sample also provides access to some
of the more common printer settings,
such as file format type, file name
generation details, and the output di-
rectory for the generated image files.

Printer Settings Dialog

You can specify some printer settings of Black lce printer driver.
You can madify the working of the converter easily with these
features.

Printer Mame:  Black |ce Color [Dema)

Filename G eneration Method

{ Use this prefin and extension i |

FileMame Prefix: i,

Output Directary
§C “WMew Folder b |

File Format
| TIFF Graup 3, 1 Dimension, with Fillbits =

ak Cancel i

Control key printer settings such as file format

The Batch Converter sample applica-
tion can also log in to a specified
POP3 email address and retrieve the
emails from a given user account.
The attachments of the emails
(Word, Excel, HTML, text files, etc.)
will be printed to the Black Ice
printer driver which will result in
converting the received documents
into images (JPEG, PDF, TIFF,
BMP, ctc.).

Some possible uses for the new
Batch Converter add-on include:

Network wide document conversion:
Creating a network shared drive
which is monitored by the batch con-
verter. Network users can then save
or drop files into the shared folder
and they will be automatically con-
verted into an image file.

Automated faxing: Users can drag
or save a file into a directory moni-
tored by the batch converter. The
files can then be converted into TIFF
files for faxing and automatically
faxed out.

Developers can modify this sample
later on to fit their exact needs by
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adding additional features to suit
their specific needs.

The new “Batch Converter” sample
is part of the Printer Driver Resource
Toolkit (RTK) and is available with
the purchase of the latest version of
the printer driver.

Black Ice ImageX Converter Setup

Email Conversion

The converter will monitor an email address and process
" the attachments

¥ Enable Email Conversion

Login: |Support

Password: |

Sewver|P: [ 255 285 . 285 . 28§

Time Setup

The Imagex Converter checks the email address in the

specified time periad. The time period must be a positive
number greater than 0.
Time Period: {g0 second

Directories Setup

B

v Enable Directon Manitaring

The Imagei Converter will manitor the specified directony
for files to corwert. If Email Conversion is enabled, the
attachments of the emails will be downloaded to the dir of
attachments.

Dir to Corwert: iC:\New FalderMaritar

Diir of &ttachments: | C4New Folderdttachments

i
LCancel |

el

The batch converter setup screen

Combining multiple print jobs into a single image file

Sometimes when using the Black Ice
printer drivers, a situation arises
where an individual may want to
combine multiple documents/files
into a single image file. The Black
Ice printer drivers have a built in
mechanism which makes this possi-
ble without requiring developers to
perform post processing on the gen-
crated images.

The "Keep existing files" option can
be used when multipage output is
supported (TIFF, DCX). When the
filename generation method creates
output files with the same name for

cach document (any of the “Exact
Filename™ file name generation
methods), using the "Keep existing
files" option will append the printed
pages to the existing images files in-
stead of overwriting the file at the
beginning of every new print job.

Using this option, the Black Ice
printer drivers can be used to com-
bine multiple print jobs into one file.
Developers can programmatically
turn this option on and off, allowing
their applications to control when
print jobs are combined into a single
output file.

& Black Ice TIFF Printing Preferences

Start Application W atermark Embed Annatation
Device Settings File Formats Filename Generation
Mame Generation Method
Exact filename _VJ
Filename
Erter the filename:
Outputh ame _J I
|—__ W Eeep Existing Files
|——— Check this aption if you want to
create all the different images in
r the same multipage file.

The “Keep Existing Files” checkbox allows multi-
ple print jobs to be combined into a single output
file
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The RockForce line of cards are also
ideal for computer telephony appli-
cations including voice and Interna-
tional CallerID. By utilizing the

Fax/Voice C++/ActiveX to develop
a fax or voice application, and using
the RockForce line of cards,
developers and system integrators
can create high end, yet low cost,
reliable fax and voice systems.

Printer Driver Tips: Multiple Printer Settings

Developers who integrate the Black
Ice printer drivers into their applica-
tion often need two or more different
sets of settings for the printer driver.
Ideally the end user shouldn’t have
to know which printer settings to
change when another type of output
is needed, for example if the applica-
tion needs TIFF images for faxing
using (204x196) DPI and uses JPEG
images using 600x600 DPIL, a few
printer settings must be changed and
that could be confusing for an end
user and also can introduce possible
error if the user doesn’t select the
correct settings.

To simplify this process the devel-
oper can try one of the following :

1. Install more than one Black
Ice Printer on the same PC

2. Use the “Profile Manager”,
new in the Black Ice printer
drivers

3. Programmatically change
the printer settings.

1. Install more than one Black Ice

Printer on the same PC

The developer can use two copies of
the same printer driver on the same
PC. Installing different versions of
the same driver currently is not sup-
ported but will be in the near future.
One of the printers (Printer A) will
use TIFF Group3D1 for output using
204x196 DPI and Fax Paper Size for
faxing. The other printer (Printer B)
will create JPEG output using Letter
paper size and 600x600 DPI.

Once both printers are installed, the
end user simply has to print to
Printer A to produce faxable files
and print to Printer B to create JPEG
files. The user doesn’t have to
change (or know how to change) the
printer settings; he just simply se-
lects the appropriate printer.

Installing multiple copies of the
printer must follow the rules of in-
stalling one printer, with the follow-

ing differences:
1. Rename all driver files, so
when a printer is uninstalled

Extracting Text with the Black Ice Printer Drivers

The Black Ice Printer Drivers in-
clude an often overlooked feature
which allows the extraction of text
from any printed document. The text
can be saved by itself, or can include
style and position information which
can later be used for form recon-
struction. The Resource Toolkit in-
cluded with the printer drivers in-
cludes a form reconstruction sample
that can be used as a starting point.

Extracting text from printed docu-
ments is an inexpensive alternative
to OCR. For applications such as
document archiving applications, not
only can the document image be
filed away in the system, but the ex-
tracted text can be saved with the im-
age, allowing users to search for
documents by typing in text strings,
and the application can then return a
list of resulting documents by
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Support for Mainpine’s RockForce
line of V.34 fax cards is a new addi-
tion to the list of hardware supported
by Fax/Voice C++/ActiveX.

the other one can still work.
Files that cannot be renamed
such as (BiCAppNT.exe,
Bilmg.dll) must be installed
as shared files on the system.

2. Change the name of the
printer, the printer driver,
printer port and the print
processor.

3. The new name of the re-
source dll (BiCResNT.dll)
can be specified in the INI
file (BiCIniNT .Ini)

4. The INI file should be also
renamed and each one
should contain the printer
specific settings. This way
both printers will be in-
stalled with different set-
tings.

Coming up in the next issue: “Using
the “Profile Manager” in the Black
Ice printer drivers and
“Programmatically changing the
printer settings.”

searching the extracted text files for
the text strings and returning the as-
sociated files.

The text extraction feature could also
be useful for fax applications. When
a document is converted to a TIFF
file, the extracted text can be
searched for key words such as order
number, invoice number, ctc, and the
resultant TIFF can be filed away for
company records
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Time to upgrade? ®;@ Latest Version Numbers

Programming Tools Impact Products

Product Version Date Product Version Date
Fax C++/ActiveX/COM 10.01 12/11/03 Impact Fax Server 4.36 12/18/02
Voice C++/ActiveX/COM 10.01 12/11/03 Impact Fax on Demand 4.06 12/01/00
ColorPrinter Driver for Win95/98/ME 5.59 11/17/03 Impact Fax Broadcast 3.04 08/01/03
Metafile Printer Driver for Win95/98/ME ~ 5.59 11/17/03 Impact ColorFax 5.01 02/21/03
Mono Printer Driver for Win95/98/ME 5.59 11/17/03 Drag and Drop Printing 2.00 12/24/02
PDF Printer Driver for Win95/98/ME 5.59 11/17/03
Mono Printer Driver for NT/Win2000/XP  8.51 12/15/03 Internet Tools
Color Printer Driver for NT/Win2000/XP  8.51 12/15/03 Print2Email 3.01 01/20/03
Mono Printer Driver for NT/W2K/XP 8.51 12/15/03 Tiff Viewer Plug-in - Complete 5.01 06/26/03
Metafile Printer Driver for NT/W2K/XP 8.51 12/15/03 Print Monitoring Server 2.20 09/05/03
PDF Printer Driver for NT/W2K/XP 8.51 12/15/03
Terminal Server Printer Driver Win2003 8.51 12/15/03 Free Software
Tift SDK/ActiveX/COM 10.05 12/16/03

ColorFax LITE 5.01 02/21/03
Annotation SDK/ActiveX/COM 10.05 12/16/03

Tiff Viewer Plug-in - Free Version 5.00 03/26/03
Fax Cover Page Generator SDK/ActiveX 10.05 12/16/03

ModemWeasel 2.00 08/01/02
Image SDK/ActiveX 10.05 12/16/03

Document Imaging SDK/ActiveX 10.05 12/16/03



